TCS Middle School Summer Reading 2019
You will read 1 book and 3 newspaper articles and complete the
assignments described below. These assignments are due the first day of
school or may be turned in on Orientation Day.
THE MATERIALS
Choose a book: You will choose one book to read for the required summer reading, either fiction
or non-fiction. You will choose your book from the list provided for your grade. You will need to
purchase this book or borrow it from the public library.
Choose 3 Newspaper Articles: You will choose and read 3 newspaper articles. These must be from
major news outlets, not from blogs or other private publications.

THE ASSIGNMENTS
Book Selection: An Old-Fashioned Book Report
1. Choose a book from the list for your grade and read it.
2. Complete the attached outline for the book report. (See Middle School Outline Template for Book
Report)

3. Use the outline to write a fully developed report. Follow the structure of your outline, use
correct grammar and mechanics, and include appropriate transitions. It should be typed
or handwritten in blue or black ink.
4. This is the first writing we will see from you to mark the beginning of the new school year!
Make it the best it can possibly be!
5. Be creative with the cover page of your report. Examples: a book “cover” that includes
the title and author with an illustration; calligraphy with no illustration; an artistic symbol
from the book.
Analysis of Newspaper Articles
1. Choose and read 3 newspaper articles. You may choose articles from any section of the
newspaper that interests you! These articles must be from major news outlets, not from
blogs or other private publications.
2. Complete the Newspaper Analysis sheet for each article. (See Middle School Template for
Newspaper Analysis)

3. Attach the Analysis Sheet to the article. The articles may be cut out from a newspaper or
printed from an online source.
4. To get a clearer picture of what is expected: find an example of this assignment on my
webpage - a completed Newspaper Analysis Sheet with a newspaper article.

6th Grade Books – Fiction
A Triumph for Flavius
Archimedes and the Door of Science
Because of Mr. Terupt
Because of Winn-Dixie
Black Beauty
Black Ships before Troy
Calico Captive
Eagle of the Ninth (any of Trilogy)
#2 The Silver Branch; #3 The Lantern Bearers
Emily's Fortune
Harry Potter & The Chamber of Secrets
Harry Potter & The Sorcerer’s Stone
Holes
Hoot
How to Survive Middle School
Icefall
Island of Thieves
King Arthur and His Knights of the Round Table
Liar & Spy
Little House in the Big Woods - any of series
Lost in the River of Grass
Maniac Magee
Mara, Daughter of the Nile
My Side of the Mountain
Ophelia and the Marvelous Boy
Redwall – any of series
Sideways Stories from Wayside School
Stuart Little
The Cottage at Bantry Bay – any of series
The Golden Fleece
The Golden Goblet
The Hittite Warrior
The Lightning Thief
The Little Princess
The Spartan
The Story of the Amulet
The Sign of the Beaver
The Swiss Family Robinson
The Wolves of Willoughby Chase
Theodore Boone: Kid Lawyer – any of series
Theras and His Town
Understood Betsy
Ungifted
Will in Scarlet

Caroline Snedeker
Jeanne Bendick
Rob Buyea
Kate DiCamillo
Anna Sewell
Rosemary Sutcliff
Elizabeth George Speare
Rosemary Sutcliff
Rosemary Sutcliff
Phyllis Reynolds Naylor
J.K. Rowling
J.K. Rowling
Louis Sachar
Carl Hiaasen
Donna Gephart
Matthew J. Kirby
Josh Lacey
Roger Lancelyn Green
Rebecca Stead
Laura Ingles Wilder
Ginny Rorby
Jerry Spinelli
Eloise Jarvis McGraw
Jean Craighead George
Karen Foxlee
Brian Jacques
Louis Sachar
E.B. White
Hilda Van Stockum
Padriac Colum
Eloise Jarvis McGraw
Joanne S. Williamson
Rick Riordan
Frances Hodgson Burnett
Caroline Snedeker
E. Nesbit
Elizabeth George Speare
Johann David Wyss
Joan Aiken
John Grisham
Caroline Snedeker
Dorothy Canfield Fisher
Gordon Korman
Matthew Cody

6th Grade Books Non-Fiction
An American Plague
Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini

Jim Murphy
Sid Fleischman

My Thirteenth Winter

Samantha Abeel

Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt

Elizabeth Payne

Rascal

Sterling North

Soul Surfer

Bethany Hamilton

Truce: The Day the Soldiers Stopped Fighting

Jim Murphy

Woodsong

Gary Paulson

Name:

Date:
Middle School Outline Template for
Book Report

This template will map out the information you need to include in your book report. As you read
the book, fill in the sections for this template. You will receive a grade for this template and
for the report (see points next to each item). When you go to write your book report, be sure to
include the information completed on the following pages. The final report must be typed and
double spaced. Be sure to hand into your Reading teacher both this template and the book
report when you return to school.
Introductory paragraph - What is the name and author of the book on which you are
choosing to write? (2 pts.)
Book title :
Author:

Write at least 3 facts about the author (Where is he/she from? What kinds of books does
he/she write? About what topics does he/she write?) (3 pts.)




2nd paragraph
Write 1-2 sentences that give a brief summary of the book (ex: Loser is the story of Donald
Zinkoff, a student who struggles to stand strong even though he is constantly teased by his
classmates.


Write 2-3 sentences that describe the setting of the book (Where and when does the story take
place? How is the setting significant to the story?)( 8 pts)




3rd paragraph
Write a topic sentence about the major characters of the book (ex: There are several main
characters involved in the book The Giver) (8 pts.)

Describe the main characters in the book in the 2nd paragraph (you may have 2, 3, 4, 5 or more
important characters). Include characteristics of the characters that are important to the story.








4th paragraph
Write a topic sentence about the main events that occur in the book (ex: There are several main
events that happen in the story of Hatchet) (10 pts.)


Include the main events of the book in the 4th paragraph:


First,



Next,



Then,



Finally,

The 5th paragraph will discuss a section of the book you found to be most interesting.
Start out this paragraph with the following quote.
“The part of the book I found to be most interesting is around page
(jot down some of the interesting details here) (4 pts.)

Give at least 2 reasons why this part is interesting to you:


, when . . . .”



The 6th paragraph will tell why you liked or disliked the book
The topic sentence should include whether you liked or disliked the book.


Include 3-4 sentences that tell why you liked, or disliked or the book. (6 pts.)






Name: ________________________________________

Newspaper Article Analysis
Use this sheet to analyze your newspaper articles. You must complete 3 of these Newspaper Article Analyses and
attach the Original Articles to each.

I. Headline (title) of Article: ____________________________________________________________
Author: ____________________________________________________________________________
Newspaper/Electronic Source: __________________________________________________________
Date article was published: ____________ Section ____________________ (Ex: front page/sports/travel, etc.)
II. Read the first paragraph, also called the “lead.” Copy the lead here:
“__________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
III. Read the rest of the article one time through quickly. Then reread it and using a pencil, underline
the points you think are most important.
After you have marked up the article, look for the 5 “W’s” and one “H” that you find in the article and
write them below:
Who? ______________________________________________________________________________
What? _____________________________________________________________________________
Where? ____________________________________________________________________________
When? _____________________________________________________________________________
Why? ______________________________________________________________________________
How? ______________________________________________________________________________
IV. Copy an interesting quote that the writer uses in his/her article:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
V. In one or two sentences, write the main idea of the article in your own words:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Adapted from: KATIE TEST, ASCD COMMUNICATIONS http://inservice.ascd.org/strengthen-newspaper-literacy-with-this-sample-teaching-strategy/
and from: The New York TimesinEDUCATION/nytimes.com/nie/p. 17

