
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

March 13, 2020 
 

Dear Diocesan School and Center Families, 
 
Thank you for your patience and prayers as we all work together with Coronavirus preparation.  Our 
diocesan principals and directors have been meeting with me virtually today.  Our superintendent also 
had a virtual conference call with the six other Catholic School Superintendents in Florida.  Notice has 
gone out that all schools in the state will be closed until March 30th. We will follow the same directives 
so that schools will close through March 29, 2020.  The public schools are on spring break so the 
governor has added a second week onto spring break giving the schools a two week break with no 
instruction. 

 
What does that mean for us? 

 
• We will take a two week break with no instruction; 
• Take the first week (next week) to rest, pray, rejuvenate so that we can refresh ourselves and 

center ourselves in Christ; 
• Second week March 23-27, we will bring teachers in to begin working and preparing in the 

event we do not open on March 30th and will need to begin virtual learning; 
• Second week March 23-27, front office staff, custodians, and all other hourly staff will continue 

working unless a school determines otherwise; 
• For those schools that are not prepared to begin distance learning because of devices, internet, or 

students who did not take books home (no one expected schools to close when they dismissed 
today), parents will be asked to drive through school carline, on a day specified by your school, 
to pick up necessary items in the event we do not return on March 30th and need to begin virtual 
classes. 

 
As mentioned before, if we remain closed after March 30th, teachers will still report to school and 
operate their distance learning from school. We will evaluate the process as it unfolds, but this is the 
plan as we begin.  In order to create a daily attendance tracking, teachers will post daily lessons that 
must be completed by students each day. The completion of those assignments will be proof of 
attendance.  More details will be forthcoming. 



 

For any international or cruise travel, the following applies: 
 
Mandatory 14-day self-isolation and practice social distancing upon return to the United States. Social 
distancing includes avoiding going out in public and close personal interactions. If you become 
symptomatic, immediately self-isolate and contact your county health department or health care 
provider. 

 
I know that we are not 100% prepared for what may come, but there is a plan in place and the rest we 
place into God’s hands.  It has been an incredibly busy week, and I pray you get some much-needed rest 
this weekend.  I will keep you updated as this unfolds, but in the meantime, we will move forward with 
this current plan.  Throughout scripture and in the readings of the saints, we read time after time how 
God was present and active in their lives during times of trial.  We are in times of trial and God is with 
us!  Be prepared, do not panic, trust in the Lord, and finally be at Peace because so much of this is 
outside our control.  Let us pray for all those who are working to keep us safe, for those who are ill, for 
those who died, and for the scientists that they may find a way to prevent further illness. 

 
Linked is an optional novena, we ask you to pray beginning on Sunday for our community in this time 
of need. 

 
https://www.ncregister.com/blog/smcafee/pray-this-marian-novena-for-protection-against-coronavirus 

 
 
 

Yours in Christ, 
 

 
Mike Juhas 
Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

https://www.ncregister.com/blog/smcafee/pray-this-marian-novena-for-protection-against-coronavirus

